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=] fought the Lord, and he heard me, and 


from all my fears. 
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Bleſſed is that man, eee 
Davin. 
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A® was looking over ſome of my papers conſigned = 
to deſtruction, I found notes upon Job xili. 18. 
firſt part, which I had prepared for the congregation 
at Horſley, when 1 was their n.imfler. Ii was ime 
mediately, and powerfully impreſſed upon my mind, 10 
ſpare, improve, and print them, for the benefil of de- hs 
jecled and diſconſolate Chriſtians, By ſo doing, I 
thought they might be uſcful, when I am laid in the - 
 filent grave. And the unexpected affiſtance afforded me, 
| when I again ſtudied upon ther ſubjef, gives me ſome 
fleafing expetlation, that God defigns to do good by it, 


I defire to be humbly thankfu!, for the accounts I * 

| have received, from ſeveral places, of the a e 
wich ſome perſons have met with, by reading my diſ- 

courſes upon in-dwelling fin, which have poſt the third 

edition. And as I have laboured in the enſuing pages, 

to ſupport the weak, and comfort the feeble-manded, I 

hope through a divine bleſſing, thoſe ends will in ſome 

meaſure be accompliſhed. 


Should any profit ariſe from this ſmall publication,” - 
it ſhall be remilled to the Treaſurer of the Briſtol Edu- 7 
3 | cation 


P REF 4*C ©; 


cation Society, for the aduaniage of that excellent 


end imporlant inſtitution, 


Ne experience connected with the ſermon, may be 
beneficial to ſome, who are or may be under à work of 
real converſion. By reading their own caſe, they may 
behoid it in a new favourable light, and birſs God, that 
they ever ſaw it in print. V 


It is my earneſt Prayer, that the God of all grace,. 


| will accompany the reading of thas litlte Inge 


.- with has ſpirit and bleſſing. 


PzxsuoRe, ON, © J. H. 
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Though he ſlay me; yet will truſt in fim. 


TPRUSTING in Gos, is an indifpepfible 


1 duiy, and L privilege mee, Since . 


man has 


allen off from God into himſelf; with a 


mind totally alienated from bim, it i ig 


that he ſhould have any benevolent reg ed 
apoſtate creature, and permit him t0:apmrgacly 
his majeſty, with the lealf degree of fes or 
pleaſing . But this he certainly. does. 
La him take hold of my ſtrength, is the gra- 
cious language of Jehovah. And he has pro- 
miſed, not only to keep them in perfect peace, 
whoſe minds are ſtayed on bim, hut has alſo 
aſſured us, that he takes pleaſure in them who 


fear him, and who hope in his mercy. 
Job doubtleſs had ſome glimmering view of di- 


vine goodneſs. My text, is not an exclamation 
of deſpair, but determined confidence in Go 


And if he intended his eternal ruin, he was re- 


ſolved, that deſtruction ſhould meet him praſtrate 


before the throne of grace, vith the hand of faith _ 


{tretched out, to lay hold of it. © 25 1 
This good man, may be conſidered, as an un- 
paralleled inſtance. of affliction, amongſt al 


ſons 


— 


1 IIa. xxvii, 1. 1 Plas 147, 11. 


the 
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ſons of adverſity. The arrows of every kind of 


hit its mark, and met in him as their common 
center. He wasawfully bercaved of his ſubſtance ; 
ſome was ſeized by the Sabeang and Chaldeans, 
and the refidue eonfumed, by the fire of Gov 
from heaven, He who holds the wind in his 
fiſt, let it out with reſiſtleſs fury, upon the houſe 
where the children f Job were feaſting ; it fmate 
the four corners thereof, ſo that it fell upon them 


Vith pollution and miſery: Gow having mote 
bim with fore boils, from the erown of his head, 


were alienated from him; his feryants were diſo · 


that I friends, N unimpreſs'd with the feel- 


ings othumanity, - 


to him ſeven days and ſeven nights. 
A A reverence due, to ſuch prodigious woe. 


. 


ad this good man experienced, that as his 
aalſflictions abounded, his conſolations alſo abound- 
acgd, he might have been ſuperior to them all, and 


im, and his wrath ſeemed to burn againſt him. 
The envenomed inſtruments, of apparent ven- 
geance, abſorbed his ſpirits, and his ſoul was over- 
whelmed, ' Hear his doleful cry. The arrows of 
the almighty are within me, 4. poifon whereof, 


p N 4 k % - 6 


- 


viewing him as an abomi- 


[ nme hypocrite, yet ſtood agbaſt, and were 
1 


anguiſh and diſtreſs, were levelled at him; theß 
winged their way in a. fure direction, each one 


and deſtroyed them all. His body was cloathed 


5 ©,  . to the ſole of his feet. The affections of his wife 
| dee And he was ſuch an horrible ſpectacle, 


_ BLACKMORE, 


ene in tribulation, But Gon frowned upon 


F drinketh 


121 


drinketh op my ſpivit The tene mel Gen. do 


ſet themſelves in arra againſt me. 
Thus it was with thi 

waves, and his billows rolled over him. Add is 
it not ſtrange, that bis faith was not loſt, and that 
Hope and comfort, did not take their final leave 
of him? But we ſee, that though he was forely 


afflicted, Gop would not give · him up, either to 


natural or eternal death. A ſecret 2 2 
held him. Notwithſtanding the almight 
over him, as it were, with ney ſword 1 f lice 


unſheathed ; yet, with princely and ; 4-4 cou- 


rage, and invincible confidence, he declared, 


that though GO ſhould flay him, he would truſt in 
him. His faith even in theſe circumftances, 

up to aſſurance, for he ſays, v. 16. He alſo ſhall 
be my ſalvation. He knew, chat he had not to do 
with an abſolute Gon, with Go zi a conſuming 


fire; bur with: a Cod in- Cbriſt, determined is 
reconcile the elect word to hiniſelf, not impat-. 
ing their iniquities to them. He wan well o- 


er with that ranſom, for the ſake of which, 


D had ſaid, deliver him from going down in 
the pit. The e be of his faith was frequently i- 


ed upon his li Redeemer; and he was per- 


fraded; abe bis Redeemer lived, he ul! 
after his Kin, wornis LY 2 


live alſs. And that 
mould deſtroy his body, yet in bis fleſu, however 


pzin'd and putrißed now, he ſhould : Genin; 8 
and be unſpeakably happy i in his bliGsful an 4 * . TY 


_ ous' preſence, to all pM 


In treating, of this noble, Py writing ene, 4 


| of ſacred writ, 1 8 . 


2 oY x berate 


s excellent man, all Gon 63 
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0 Pack out ſome 'reaſons, to ſhew why v we 


| ſhould N NN oy FO. And 


III re to your view, ſome of thoſe ſeaſons, 


wherein we are pecyliarly called upon, to exerciſe 


a fixed hope, and feſolved truſt in Cop, to de; 
liver us from the evjls we now feel,” or which we 
fear will come ypan” us. 1 * , 


. . * 
- 7 Ti a2, 


I. To deſcribe. the” MANY of x a goo bar 
ek in Gp, . | 


5 


f Truſling in Goo, l an act of the Saks 15 
much better known by experience then deſerip- 
tion. Mental operations lie deep, they cannot 
eaſily, if at all, be fully brought to light, and 


communicated to our fellow mortals. Here lan- 


guage fails; and it is therefore but a very im. 
perfect account, r 1 can: give; of the un, 
truſt in Go. 
be beſt conception that 1 can form of i it is, 
That it is an at of the mind, whereby a perſon 
4 depends upon God alone through / Jeſus Chriſt, 
into remove the evils: he feels, to-preſerve him 
+ from the exils he frars, and to obtain the bleſ- 
45 lings he wiſhes and prays for, with a believing. 


2 expeklation, that Gop: vill not diſappoint his 


hope. Every refuge beſides Gop, he looks upon 


ti 25 inſuffipient to ſecure bim, all Props, 2s. unable 


to ſupport him, and all the ſprings of help and com- 
ort, as broken ciſterns that can hold no water. This 
-Joclines him to turn the eye of faith to God; and 


fell upon him, and bis precious promiſes, for 


bract 
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ztace and glory, and all the good things whick 
he does, or may ſtand in need o. 18 5 ; 
As I intend io point out ſome of the ſpeciab 
ſeaſons, wherein the Cbriſtian is called upon 16 
truſt in Goo; I ſhall diſmiſs this head with juſt 
mentioning ſome marks, of a trug, genuine, and 
beneficial reliance upon him 
And this truſt muſt certainly be in, and through. 

the mediation of our Lord Jſeſus Chriſt- oben- 

a 3 no favor from God, but on account of his 

lieing Redeemer, and the atonement which he 
intended to make in the fullneſs of time; for the 
ſins of his people. Had not this been the cale, 
his truſt would have been preſumption; offenve 

to che holineſs; and provoking; tothe quitice/of 
Gov; and che iſſue his eternal. deſtruttion. But 
he knew, that his glorious Ranſomer, had engag- 

_ ed to deliver him from the wrath to come there- 
fore he venture to ſay in the depth of adverſity, 
though he flay me, yet will 1 truſt in him. We 
may depend upon it, that unleſs we take hg ö; 
with us in the arms of faith, when we apptoseh | 
 Gop-in the way of dependence, we ſhall never 
behold his face with comfort; ahd the arm of his 
power, will not be ſtretehed out to help and ſave us. 
Where moreoyer our truſt in God, meets 
with his approbation, it is exerciſed in a firm” 
reliance, on che aids, and under the influence 
of his holy Spirit. Through Cbriſt we have 
acceſs, by one ſpirit unto. the father.“ All the 
endeavours of the ſoul to reſt upon Gon, in lea- 
ſons of trial and difficulty, will prove abortive, 
will avail nothing, unleſs ſupernatural ſtrength is 
communicated, by that good ſpirit, that worketh 
all in all. And we ſhould never expett,. that = 
Cop will hearken to our prayers or fene 


Wat forth 
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vil ky: e 6p" our relief; unleſs' we rely 


proper means to help ourſelves. / A reſo- 
kae' 5 in che divine favor, while we 
commands, and give up ourſelves to 


fight his 
an indolent neglect of his inſtitutions, will rather 


bring down the tokens of his di 
bleſſings of his grace. * 


8 than the 
ys, truſt in the 


2 from bim te relieve” us, while we live in 
3 Te > witfult violation of his ri 


*..., , Foncervs to God in the way: of well doing. 
Fruſting in Gov to obtain favor from him, 
we Boo bellioys,” and -dilobediem to his 
Y Jaw; will be deemed: an audacious provoca- 
Þ . "Hon of the ſupreme Majeſty voftheaven and earth; 
ens rand wrath, w 
"hh 3 2 Fay Read: and. ponder in your hearts, this hun- 
not. And relin 


by left th: 


— 


ih all hope in Cop, while ou 


on Gov, im à ſeaſon of extremity, is generally 
Ae with e re, and ſometimes with 
great tranquility ok mind. Thou vilt keep 


f 3 dim in perſect peace, whoſe mind is ſtuyed 
= on thee, becauſe” he truſteth in thee 1 25 ; 


- ow; keeps the man ſteady and fixed, 


I + Wan i Per. iv, 19. 
F Dew t. 19. 20. 11s, Nu g 
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% 


er. in the way ol our duty; and in the 
0 


ee 
To ſuch be ſays; what have you to do, to take 
name into yo lips. We are to com- 
the keeping of our ſouls, and indeed all our 


i be kindled againſt 
of facred writ, and ſtand in awe and ſin 


. g power of oy arl- 
In the laſp FER pete a fiducial recuntbrance | 


* and 9 I trials and Calamities ; which 
i f therwile N 


Lord; and do good. It will be fruideſs to 
truſt in God's' mercy. unleſs we are obedient 
1% his will. No peculiar help ſhould be expett- | 


1 


otherwiſe, would be . inſupportable, - and over- 
whelm him. This has been he comfortable ex- 
perience of many a child of God; and was fre- 
quently David's experience. In che tgth Pſalm, 
we have an account, and a ſad one too, of his be- 
ing plunged in che depth of diſtreſs: but baving 
recourſe: to God, his uſual reluge, he ſays, v. 54 
have truſted in thy mercy; my heart ſhall re- 
joice in thy falvation. Here is an aſtoniſhing 
change; the good man a little before, was fink- 

ing into gloomy deſpair, but 19 enabled to go 
to God by fervent prayer, and reſt upon him, by 
a ſteady faith, his ſoul is enlarged and elevated; A 
and he breaks, forth into praiſes, and thanklal'ne _ 3 
Enowledgments, of the divine goodneſs to him, 
And ſeeing Gop never | diſappointed Ars Taith - 
and. hope, he pledged his word for it, 'that 
they who truſt is the Lord, ſhall be as mou 
Zion, which ſhall never be _moyed.t © They are 
fixed on the rock of ages; therefore, though tem 
peſts may beat upon them, and ſometimes the 
may have but litiie comfort, yet they Mall never 
be overthrown by the worſt and moſt violent ſto rms 
they may ever meet with, Wait therefore on the 
Lord, and be of good courage, for however fang 
and feeble you may ſometinies be, he wl! 
1 your hearts, all ye that hope in” the e 

otd. _ 7. ĩ Mts 
_ "Now let us make a folemn pauſe, and enter 
upon the neceſſary, and important work, of fell. 
examination; and each one addreſs his intelleQual - 
and immortal part, in ſome fuch language as . 

this. O my ſoul, whatever thou art ignorant ,, ! 

be not a ſtranger to thyſelf. What can it h. 
fit thee, could thou know, and gain the whole - ! 
world, if thou art unacquainted with thyſelf; 6nd  "m 
> "= N 2 
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C8 1 
thou ſhbuldſt be for ever loſt. O my ſodl, thou 


veſt amidſt fins and forrows, ſnares and tempta- 
tions. Thine enemies are many, thy -faithfut 


ſnently are few; Thy own exiſtence, is a ſpring 


ol innumerable evils, and thou haſt alſo, to grap- 
ple with the powers of darkneſs. What courſe doſt 


thou take, in thy ſeaſons of diſtreſs? Doſt thou 
fit in ſullen ſilenee; or make fleſh thine arm? 
Haſt thou recourſe to human policy? Or doſt 
thou expect deliverance, becauſe of the purity. of 
thine heart, and the integrity of thy life and con- 
verſation ? Or, doſt thou, make the Lord thy re- 
ſuge, and rely on the power and wiſdom, the grace 


and faithfulneſs, of thy covenant Gov in Chriſt 


Jeſus ? If this is the way thou takeft ; whatever 
may. be thine affliction, hope thou in Gop, for 
thou ſhalt yet praiſe him, and affuredly know, 
that he is thy 'Gop, and the Gon of thy ED 
In thine own .apprebenfions, thou mayſt be 
ſinking into the depths of trouble, and wrapt up 
in impenetrable darkneſs ; but thy Gp will hold 
thee up, thy Lord will be-a light. unto thee, Fol- 
low David's example, and thou ſhalt in due time, 
enjoy the ſure mercies of David. He waited pa- 
tieniſy for the Lord, and be inclined his ear, 
brought him out of an horrible pit, out of the 
miry clay, ſet him upon an impregnable rock, 
and eſtabliſhed his goings. . | « 
Could I now turn to a fellow-mortal, and ſay to 


him with certainty, this is the man, who maketh © 


not Gop his truſt The moſt cepious, and ex- 
preſſive words, would fail me, were I to attempt 


» to ſet forth bis wretched, and miſerable condition. 


But this he will be made ſenſible of, unleſs grace 
mall prevent, by his unſupported burdens and 
afflictions, to which human nature is perpetually 


Ven: . ; expoled ; 


— 1 Plalm 40. 1. 2. 


fo of: F- 


expoſed; by the dreadful horrots of an hopeleßs 
death, and by ſuffering the wrath, and eternal 
| vengeance of the almighty Jebovah, in the re- 
gions of blackneſs and darkneſs, where the worm 
of an accuſing conſcience will never die, and the 
fire of his fterce wrath and indignation, will never 
be extinguiſhed. | F would how, ; 


II. Point out forme geh, to. Bo Why * 
fhould at all times make Gov our truſt. Thoug 
he ſlay me, ſays Job, yet will I truſt © in him. 


To truſt any whete elſe, is folly in the ry 
It is leaning on a broken reed, Fog looking for 
ſupplies fromm empty eiſterts. All creatures, 
means, and inftruments without Gov, are à mere 
void, and 4 blank; Tbete is no help in them; 
and could they utter forth an audible voice, N. 74 
would one and all cry, we are vain an 
dying, fading, and pa ng dway, and ſhall A- 

int the expectations of all thoſe, who! look | 
and happineſs frott us. 
nete it uſt be ve dffeitfive. 0 Gon, hes 
Weit make any thing ſhort of him, the founda- 
tion of (heit hope and confidetice, - In' fo doing 
they flight and negleE his being, his conſtant agen 
cy, in upholding, and maasging, all the 9 5 
tions of his power, and che e obig vern- 
Trent: ank caſt, 36 it vete, e teripe upon an 
His adorable, ' and infinite; perfettions, N 
condutt like his,” will kt "Fail + to draw dw. Luc 
thatks of che divine diſpleaſute, as will fru m_ 
2rd diſappotiit; all the pleaſing hopes , of. t 
who live without Gop in the woilßd. 

Many arguments might be advanced, to de- 
"monffrate, that it is our indiſpenſible duty 10 
truſt * in Gop, for all vt want in time 

B 


e- 


o 
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I. Goo js the highelt, ihe chieſeſt, and ſu- 
preme of all beings. He is wiſe in heart, and 
.. mighty .inMWength. His power is invincible, an 
- his will not be controuled. He does what 
he pleaſeth amongſt the armies of beaven, and the 
inhabitants of the earth. His works of creation 
and providence.are a ſtupendous diſplay, of aw- 
ful majeſty, and abſolute dominion over univer- 
ſal nature. Let us ſee a hitle of what is ſaid of 
him in that book, out of which I have choſen 
my. text, and then judge, whether we are not under 
indifputable obligations, and called upon by pru- 
dence, and a due regard io our own intereſt, to 
maintain a conſtant depepdance upon Gop, for 
all we want and wiſh for. 
Hear what is ſaid, of this tremendouſly excellent © 
being.* Who - hath bardened bimſelf , againſt 
him, and hath proſper d? which removeth moun- 
tains and overtarneth them. Which ſhaketh the 
- earth out of ber place, and the pillars thereof 
wemble. Which commandeth the ſun, and it 
rifeth not, and fealeth up the ſtars. Which alone 
ſpreadeth out the heavens, and treadeth upon the 
| waves of the-fea,” which doth great things palt 
finding out, and wonders. without number. Lo, 
.___ - theſe are part of his ways, but the thunder of his 
poder, who. can underſtand.* If there is any 
-” thing therefore in unbounded ſtrength, and ſove- 
3 authorny, to render an object worthy of 
truſt, we here plainly, and abundantly behold 


[;20. J „„ 
| 5 and to all eternity. But, it m be ſufficient to | 1 
y only a few before you, And N 


idem in Gop. Is | 85 
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11. The all-powerful Jehovah, is pleafingly - 
X good, as well as dreadfully great. Hi, tender 
* mercies, and the riches. of his grace, are equal io 
| the thunder of his power. If we had no Rho w- 
edge of Gop, but as a glorious and abſolute mo: 
narch, we ſhould have no encouragement to draw 
nigh to bim, much leſs to caſt ourſelves, . and 
our weighty coneerns upon him. Inſtead of fly- 
ing to him as our 1 * we ſhould tremble and i 
ſay, who can ſland before this holy Lard God? E 
It is benignity and loving kindnels, that draws out 5 
our hope and confidence in bi. How excellent 
is thy loving kindneſs. O Gov ſays David; there- 
fore the children of men put their truſt, under the 
ſhadow of thy wings. W by the proſpett 
of a God reconciled. in Chriſt Jeſus, rich in mer- 
cy, ready to forgive, willing,” not only to receive, 
but cordially embrace a returning. and repenting 43 
ſinner ; ſarely ſuch may, and-ſhould go to him 
withanunſhakenperfwafion oftbe kjndelt reception, > 


III. Gop not only permits, but commands 
us to truſt in him. Sinner are called to 


commit their ſouls to Chriſt the mediator, for ac. ; 
ceptance with Gon; ſo they are alſo io truſi in. 2 
him, as a Go reconciled and atpeace, in add 


through what he has done and ſuſfered, for 


poor, loſt, periſuing, repenting, reti pro- ; 
digals, Seriptures migbt be PHT e ern, 
that -Gop is willing to be rely d on, for and 2 * I 
defence. But one or two may be ſufficiem. G ð 


© 


that fear the Lord, truſt in the Lord, be is hr 
help and their ſhield... So there 18 a c mm ane 
given ſorth, to depend on Gon, with a -power- 
ful reaſon why he ſhould do fo; Truſt in be 


Lord for ever, for in the Lord 3 is ever. 


* 


laſting ſtrength. Gov might juſtly have requiree... 2 
| * B23 :; == | 8 


r OS > 2 ne. - = O_— 
þ be Pſalm XXXVI. 7. 5 Pſalm cxv. 11. þ Ila. XXVI,. 4+ * 2 a 
0 N bs : a Bn | : C. A io * 


. . 
. ay + % : . 
% 4 L * 1 » 0 . = 
go A. A WE A 0 FL. & _ 
w * „ Rc _ =” " * p —_ m—_— F 
l . : 2 4 
| $61 © IB Ty 5 3 
. a is «bot * g 3. + *f I * 4 2 2 
1 — 5 : * a4 = 7» on #4 Y P 4 N h 4 ; | 
— = 
cs d FP TH L.A 
_ p * k Y 1 * 
4 "ov Ys ag» JW | A * 
1 1 ry 2 = w 4 8 
F ee 


U 12 J 


ol us, only to fear bim, as a being of perfect 
righieouſneſs, and ſpotleſs purity, but bis givin 

us encouragement to. rely on his goodneſs, hes. 
hope in his mercy, ſhould fill our ſouls with loye 
and gratitude, and our mouths with thankſgiving 


— 


and praiſe. 


IV. Good men in all paſt ages have truſted in 
God, eſpecially in their ſesſons of exigency and 
diſtreſs, | Therefore ſych in all ages to come, may 
do the fame, We are to ſoſſoy them, who, 
through faith,and payence, are now inheriting the 
romiſes. Time would fail me to enumerate thoſe 

uſt men, recorded in ſcripture, who lived by 
Faith. The epillle to the Hebrews, is adorned 
with a catalogue of ſuch worthies as theſe. They 
knew the hame of Gop, to be a ſtrong tower, and 
run into jt, ang found ſaſety. And not only 
theſe, but all, who have an experimental acquaint- 
ance with the Bine perſedioys will confde in 
them. They that know thy name will put their truſt 
in thee.” And there is great reaſon for the good 
man ſo to do, far it is adde, Thou batt not for · 
ſaken them that ſeek thee. Tay a Yeti. 9; ' 
Poor (Job, was rich in faith, and ennobled by 
an heroic cen ſidenee in Bop, in the midſt of po. 
verty and diſgrace, and all the outward diſadvan - 
tages, which the human mind can conceive of. 
I weauld naw only obſerve, that Goo has al. 
13s honored a ſteady. dependence upon him, by 
granting the mercy deſired, or ſomething equi- 
valent to it.“ Qur | fathers: aruſted in thee : 
They iruſted, and thou didſt deliver them. 
They cried unto thee, and were. delivered, 
they truſted in thee, and were not confound- 
hin | The lweet finger. of Iſrael, moreover ſays, 
bn ks 65 | n 94, | . DARES | my * 


7 Palo Xxli, 4 8. 
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my heart truſted in thee, and I am bleſſed ; there: 
fore my beart greatly rejoiceth, and with my ſong, 

will I praiſe him. T Lain not cloſe _ 4 5 

my ſubject, without holding forth to the 

your faith, that precious portion of 4 

which we have in 2 Sam. xxii. 31. - The DT * 

the Lord is tried, he is a berker to all * that 

truſt j n him. : 


Theſe are ſome of as reaſons, why: good. men 5 


ſhould rely on Gop. at all times, eſpecially in pe: 
peculiar times of need, which they ate liable 
and often exerciled with, in the land of their "pil | 
ser 4. 1 eg BEE . 

Let each of us now turn within; and 8 
a. bleſs and praiſe the Gon of thy mercies, and 
all chat is within thee, blefs.. his holy name, for 
opening a door of hope, in the valley of Achor; 
and diſcovering himſelf to thee, as able and vit. 
ling, to relieve and ſupport thee, under the man 
burdens, which often preſs. thee down, while thou 
art paſſin through this. 1 land, this en 
wilderneſs. 

Thy. fins might 1 ws 5 10 > grant. 
thee no bel in W and make thee miſe 


for ever. He might bave 1 a — 
majeſiy and mere 


cherub, to 3 2 throne 
cy, and ſend thee to hell for $35.6 to approach 
it; ; but inſtcad of that, thou haſt the greateſt i- 
berty, and all the encouragement thou cant wth 
for, 10 go to Gov, as'his: dear {ervant Job: did. 
and ſay with a full perſuaſion of an hap py Hue, 


Though thou 1 yer will LE {ruſe in thee,” 


Jam now: | 8 
Oe N 


111. 1 lay before youu — 5 785 the: — al 


jn which we are * called N 30 "_ 
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| fixed hope, and reſolved truſt ia Goo, to deliver 
ul us from preſent and future dreaded evils. 
2 We are taught by the various afflictiye pro- 
5 vidences, with which we are exerciſed in the jours 
A = ney of life, to expect, that through much tribu- 
x lation, we ſhall enter into the celeſtial kingdom. 
F _. JInnumexable evils, both of a temporal and ſpi- 
_ ritual. nature, are our conſlant- attendants; and 
I 2 will be fo, until we are uncloathed of this 
body of ſinful fleſh. + We are: heirs to this un- 
plwKkaſing ioberitance, being born to trouble, as the 
| Jparks fly. upwards. Tbe people of Gop, are 1c- 
repreſented as bearing more trials and calamities, 
1 han other men. For which reaſon, St. Paul ſays, 
ff in is life only we have hope, we are of all 
men the moſt miſerable. They have two kinds of 
aarffli gion, which carnal men have not. The hea- 
1 vy load of a body of fin, which ofientimes makes 
= them cry out, O wreiched man that I am, who ' 
= Mall deliver me. This is the inva riable language 
of every heaven born. ſoul. And they are always 
more or.leſs, perſecuted for their piety and proſeſ- 
ion. If ye were of the world, ſaid our bleſſed 
Lord, the world would love us own, but becauſe 
ye are not of the world, therefore the world hates 
you. No ſooner. did the image of Gop appear 
in our world, but it was oppoſed and ſpurned at, 
by unrenewed nature- They who are aſter the 
"fleſh, have always de ſpiſed and ill- uſed them that 
are after the ſpirit. Cain the fir ſt murderer hated 
huis brother Abel, becauſe he was a good man. t 
be fame: antipatbhy, has been tranſmitted 
don to the preſent generation; for they, who 
nl are juſtly eſteemed, as the excellent of the earth, 
= arc often rendered very uncaly, on account of 
, = he oppoſing malignant ſpirit of the world. 
_— . | Beſideg 
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Beſides: a this, many ſorrows 6f a different 
nature annoy us, and fling us like ſerpents, while - 
we are paſſing along this dreary land. Here are 
many and various corporal maladies. Our world- 
ly circamſtances, often plunge us into almoſt in- 
extricable difficulties. Our near relations and 
| chriſtian friends, may throw ſome bitter ingre- 
dients into the cup, which providence: hands out 
to us. We may be brought to the brink of ibe 
grave, and che bones of an awful eternity, and 

while theſe dreadful ſcenes are opening before us, 
we may alſo be perplexed on every ſide, and als | 
moſt deſpond of reef. Our ſouls may be ſo 
much dead: and caſt ' down within us, 22: to 
4 us to fear, that e Cop will ve. . 
very offenlive to him, | 
\ Should'this be the good "man's cake; tie kan 
betty. to truſt in Cop for deliverance -outfot his 
>Mlittions: ; or, that he will cauſe them 10 promote 
his trueſt intereſt; and work together for his eter-; 
nal advantage. It is an experienced truth; and. 
what we may rely upon with the utmoſt certainty, 
that all things ſhall work together ſor good, to 
them ho love God, 0 1 BO are called ac- 3 
UP to 7 in! np + 3 $4. 
ob in a ſeaſon © Pe 5 big. * < A 
9 was much 7 bis is wh vallly. © 
hurried, and every. effort of his foul,” to obtain 
help from Gon, HAN diſregarded, even in 
theſe circumſtances he was*perſwaded, that all; 
would be well in the end. "Bebold/fays he, I ga | 
forward, but he is not there, and backward bm! 
cannot perceive him, on the left hand where bee 
doth work, but I cannot bebold him, he lideth' 3 
himſelf on the right hand, that I cannot Tee hi 
but he knoweth the way that I take; when he hab 5 . 
tried me, I ſhall W David was per- >.< 
7 ang | 


' 
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ſwaded, chat if he ſhould be furrounded with great 

tribulation, | Gop- would ſupport him under, and 

deliver 'him out of his So blo, Though I walk in 

the: midſt of trouble, thou wilt revive me; thou 

wilt ſtreteh forth thine hand and ſave me. All the 

ſpiritual feed of Jacob, ſhall affuredly know, that 
Gov: never ſaid unto them, Seek ye my face in 

vain.” Every gracious praying foul, though he 

may be plunged in the depths of affliction, and 
| ſee no way to efcape, ſhall in due time have his 

enlargement. This may be depended: upon, from 

- the infallible: oraeles of G0. For this thall every 
one that is 899 ray unto thee, in a time when 

thou may N furely in the floods of 
des wats 10 thall not =" nigh unto him. 
Thou fhalt compaſs me about with ſongs of deli- - 

Wb, © Thus you fee, that thoſe Wh fear GOD 
. ſhould be pee, chat notwithſtanding all the 
dark and Ys diſpenſationz, with which they 
may be exerciſed; he wilt bear them up, and make 
a way. ſor their eſeape. This poor man ery'd,. 

and the Lord heard him, _ hn ve him out alt 
his trouble. 

The act of faith, which Job: put ritt in the. 
| words of my text, had reſped; I apprehend chief 
ly t his eternal welfare! Though be ſlay me, 
vil I truſt in him. For what would he truſt 
7 Surely: for: ſometbing beyond the grave, 
and che limits of ume. He: Souls truſt him for 
- the ſalvation of his ſoul; for glory, immortality, 
and life everlaſting. And every child of God, 
whether he onn fee it or not, has a right to put 


donn the fame confidence in him: and comfort 


himſelf with che ſame expectation from him. There 
i the fame ground and reaſon for one as well a 
eee Res are DONG children of the ſame fa. 
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ther, intereſted in the ſame covenant of grace, 
and bought with the ſame price. They are all 
partakers of the ſame ſpirit, cloathed with the 
ſame righteouſneſs, and have a joint and common 
intereſt in the heavenly inheritance ! Fear not lit- 
dle flock, it is your father's good pleaſure to give 
you the kingdom.“ | 

But as there are many things which check and 
reſtrain the exertions of faith and hope in good 
men, I would point out ſome of the ſeaſons of 
their ſpiritual conflict and mourning ; and endea- 
vour to ſay ſomething, which may be calculated 
to encourage them, to exerciſe a comfortable 
hope and truſt in Gov, in thole times of trial 
and affliction. 

I ſhall begin with the perplexities and diſtreſſes 
of mind, which the people of God are generally 
exerciſed with, when they firſt enter upon the 
truly religious life. And when this is the 
caſe, he who commanded light to ſhine out of 
darknels, ſhines into their heaFts.” And as light 
makes manifeſt, the poor ſinner now beholds 
himſelf as a vile and wretched, a loſt, ruined, 
and undone creature. So it was with Paul, as 
ſoon as the commandment was brought home to 
him-with a convincing power, fin revived; and he 
died. He ſaw himſelf a polluted condemned fin- 
ner. When a man has a ſight of his paſt fins, 
and univerſal depravity ; when beholds his 
great and aggravated crimes, ſet as itFyere in bat. 
tle array againſt him, in anguiſh of ſoul he cries 
out, Woe is me, for I am undone ; is there, can 
there be ſalvation, for ſuch a diſtinguiſhed rebel 
as I have been? Surely, the heart of no chriſtian 
was ever ſo bad as mine, nor his life tarniſhed, 
with ſo many blemiſhes. Will the word of Gov: 

C admit 


® Luke xii. 32. 
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admit of ſuch a one as I am, to rely upon Chriſt, 
and hope for a kind reception from him? Yes 
certainly” it does; for you being a weary and 
heavy laden finner, are invited by himfelf, to go 
to him; and he has promiſed to relieve and com- 
fort your troubled ſpirit. Come unto me ſays be, 
all ye that labor, and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you reſt;- And him that cometh to me, I 
will in no wife caſt out. The promiſe you fee, is 
to all that go to Chriſt ; he declares he will not 
caſt them out, therefore he will receive them gra- 
cioufly, and love them freely. It is not the num 
ber, nor the greatneſs of fins that ſtand between 
Chriſt and the finner, but the love of fin, and 
want of reliance upon him. You are now con- 
ſeſling and forfaking, therefore you ſhall find mer- 
cy. Pardon belongs to you, though you have been 
guilty of all manner of fin, and even of blafphe- 
* my.“ When the prodigal came to himſelf, and 
bumbly acknowledged his tranſgreſſions, the bowels. 
of his father year over him, and his arms were 
apen to receive him. Hope therefore in Gov, 
for you ſhall in due time praiſe him, for the light 
of his countenance; and the joys of his ſalvation. 

The want of knowledge in divine things, makes 
ſome fear, that they are in a ſtate of unregenerate 
darkneſs, They read their bibles, but fee little, 

as they think, into the true meaning of them. 
They hear evangelical truths preached, but their. 
acquaintance with them is very fmall. They read 
in the facred word, that all God's children are 
taught of the Lord; but ſay they, we are ſo ig- 
norant, that we fear Gop never taught us. 

If you know fo much of the dreadful evil of fin, 
as to make you abhor it, and fee fo much of the 
ſweetneſs, ſuitableneſs, and glory of Chriſt, as to 

render 


by Mat, xi. 31. 


L 0 J 
render him the moſt deſirable objeR in your ap- 
t 


8 conclude upon it, that your Know- 
edge, though it may not be extenſive, is ſaving; 


a fruit of the ſpirit, and a certain ſign, that you, 


who were ſometime darknels, are now light in 
the Lord. There doubtleſs may be a ſanttiſed 
heart, where there is a weak, confuſed, and for- 
getful head. The blind man's eyes were really 
opened, though his fight was ſo imperfect. that he 
{aw men as trees walking. There are in Chriſt, 
weak and ignorant babes, as well as knowing aud 
ſtrong men. Be aſſured of this, that godly ince- 
rity, and one drop of real grace, are worth an 
ocean of knowledge. And what you know not 
now, you ſhall know hereafier,, You ſhall know 
as you are known, and ſee as you are ſeen... /- 
he faint moreover, . for Ag. I will call him, 
may be tempted to diſbelieve* the being of a 
Gov, the Meſſiahſhip of Chriſt, the holy ſerip- 


tures, and all religion; and fear, on account of | 


theſe things, that he has no part, or lot in the in- 
heritance of the ſaints in light. „ 
I 0o ſuch diſtreſſèd and dejected ſouls, I would 
ſay, and believe it to be true, that they are no 
more anſwerable for thoſe ſhocking thoughts, 
which force themſelves upon them, contrary to 
their wills, wiſhes and prayers, than they are for a 
thief's breaking into their houſes, or the plague 
infeſting their families. Theſe tares in the field, 
were ſown by an enemy, An enemy hath done it. 
Remember that the damſel who cried out to pre- 
' ſerve her virtue, when a. violent attack was made 
upon it, was deemed innocent, and ſuffered no 
uniſnment. Neither ſhall you, if you hate vain 
thoughts, ſhudder at vile imaginations, and ear- 
neſtly deſize, to ſerve, fear, and delight in Gop, 
| | S and 


Deut. xxii. 27. 
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and his holy law. Therefore hope thou in Gon, 


for he is your God, notwithſtanding it may be Sa- 


tan ſuggeſted o you, that there is no Gov. 
The powerful working of corruptions of vari- 
ous kinds, in gracious fouls, oftentimes greatly 
enfeebles their faith and confidence in Gop- 
They are ready to think, that ſuch polluted- erea- 
tures as they are can never he the ſubjeQs of divine 
grace, or be really acquainted, with the regene- 


rating, and ſanQifying influence of the holy ſpirit. 


Here let it be confidered, «hat grace is not the 


only inhabitant, that dwells in the earthly houſes 
of our tabernacles. There is a fad -inmate, 
= -which will keep its reſidenee there, until the 


honfe is pulled down. The fleſh does, and will 
luſt againſt the fpirit in all goad men, and ſtrive 


to get the maſtery ; but it never ſhall, ſo long as 
thoſe words remain true, Sin ſhall not have do- 


minion over you, for you are not under the law, 


but under grace. Say then, notwithſtanding you 
are peſtered with a body of ſin, why art thou de- 


jected, O my ſoul, why art thou fo much dif- 


quieted within me, ſtill hope and truſt in Gon, 


for a full and final deliverance, from all fin, ſor- 


row, and imperfection. 


But it fo . ſometimes, that a good man 
falls into actual fin; he is off his guard, tempta- 
tions powerfully attack him, and his iniquities 


- like the wind, carry him away. When this is the 


caſe, his conſcience is wounded, his hope is well 
'Tigh gone, and he is inclined to think, that he is 
left of Gov, and devoted to deſtruttion. He is 


o 


, 


* 
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ready to ſay, had I been a partaker of grace, I 
mould never have been left, to be guilty of thofe 
abominable crimes, which I juſtly tand chargea- 
dle with. | 
wes ts This 


7 21 1 


This is a real cauſe of ſorrow ful repentance, and 
deep humiliation, but not of deſpair. Read and 
ponder thoſe gracious words in your heart, which - 
we have in 1 John ii. 1, 2. My little children, theſe 
things write I unto you, that you fin not. And 
if any man fin, we have an advocate wich dhe far 
ther, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, And be is the 
propitiation ſor our fins. The beſt of men have 
committed ſome of the worſt of ſins. I mention 
not this, to encourage carnal ſecurity, and be 
ractices of wickedneſs, Gop forbid, but to com- 
ort the ſpirits of the humble, and the heart of 
contrite ones. You may ſay wich truth as David 
did, iniquities prevail againſt me; yet, if you 2 
under the weight of a body of fin and death, and 
pray and ſtrive againſt it; and have recourſe to 
the blood of Chriſt for pardon, you may alſu add, 
as he does, as for our iniquities, thou ſhalt purge 
4hem nyo You have an equal right with bim, 
to exerciſe faith, in the pardoning love of Go. 
Ibere is another grievous complaint, made by 
many of Gopꝰs people. Say they, we are ſometimes 
ſo dull and ſtupid, ſo much indiſpoſed to duty, and 
find fo little comfort in it; that we are ready to 
2 we were never quickened to à divine 
e. iT FCC 
This ſtupor and inaQivity, may ariſe at times, 
from the weakneſs of the nerves, the feebleneſt of 
the fleſh, and ſcarcity of the animal ſpirits. It is 
poſſible for a good man, with all the exertions he is 
capable of, io be aſleep, when he ſhould; if it were 
in his power, be at prayer, and dullandheavy, 
under the ſound of the goſpel, and c , 
fame time, little or no guilt in the ſigu oo. 
This I partly gather, from What out -Lord id, 
in excuſe for his diſciples, when they did not 
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watch one: hour with bim, although it was near the 
(ef bour, before be was hung upon the eroſs. The 
ſpirit. ſaid be is willing, but the fleſh is weak, 
Hejmputed their inattention, not to the ſinfulneſs, 
but to the infirmity of their natures. Gov re- 
members our frame, he confiders that we are 
The, caſe above-mentioned, might ſometimes 
de oving to criminal neglect, the want of watch- - 
Ing, and keeping the heart. In proportion to 
Sur inactivit/ in this, our hearts will be carnal 
in our att on religious worſhip, formal and 
_ Iifeleſs, and ſpiritual comforts, will Rand at a 
great diſtance from us. | a 
But it will ſometimes ſo ha that the moſt 
conſcientious of Gon's ſervants, may have little 
divine conſolation, even while they ſtrictly ob- 
ſerve their duty. By an att of ſovereignty he ſuſ- 
pends the ſoul chearing, and ſoul quickening in- 
luenee of his ſpirit.) Before I ſpeak to another 
ound of fear, which has occaſioned great unea- 
-bneſs to ſome tender minds, I would obſerve, that 
what ſometimes gives being to our doubts, may 
Jiuſtiy ſtrengthen our faith and hope. We feel 
5 44 great deadneſs, therefore are ready to think that 
ve are really dead: but feeling this, and lamenting 
on the account of it; wiſhing and praying, that all 
he powers of our fouls, may be governed by a 
 - divine influence at all times, eſpecially when we 
ate engaged in the exerciſes of piety and devo- 
1 tion, is a certain indication, that it may, with 
great propriety be ſaid to us, Yow hath he quick- 
be ened, who were dead in treſpaſſes and fins. 
Hungering and thirſting, are as great figns of 
MN ſe, as eating and drinking. A good man may 
be as much ſatisfied, in regard to the ſafety of his 


E 


. 
1 


Nate, from his defiring the ſincere milk of the word, | 


as when he is nouriſhed and refreſhed by itt. 
A child of God, is more diſtinguiſhed by his 


cravings than his etyoyments, by the piety and | 


reQtitude of his will, than by his performing en- 


| ternal as of obedience to Gos. In theſe. be is 


very deficient, even while he longs for perfettion. 
I have here that excellent man St. Paul -with-me; 


who ſaid, to will is preſent with me, but how c 


perſorm that which is good I find not; and the 
good that I would do, I do not. He doubileſs did 
good, but not in ſo many inſtances, and to chat de- 
gree of goodneſs, which his ſoul breathed-after 
and longed for, 


iD 11 ,, : 
The caſe being thus, O chriſtian, with the beſt. 


of men, let none of the things before-menuoned; 
however grievous they may have been to vu. 


prevent your addreſſing Gop in the language of - 


ob, who repoſed a firm confidence in him, 
amidſt many ſad diſcouragements, and faid; 
Though he da me, yet will I truſt. in him. 
1 ſhall ſpeak only to one more cauſe of diſtreſs 
to ſome good people, who would not witfully of- 
fend God upon any account. And that is, the 
want of aſſurance ; their not having as they think, 
the ſpirit of Goo, to witneſs with their ſpirit, that 
they are the children of Gop. They read in the 
| ſacred oracles, that they who believe, have the 
Witneſs in themſelves, which witneſs, they think 
they are unacquainted win. 
Inthe firſt place here I would obſerve, thatthe 
moſt extraordinary converſions, and moſt re- 
markable conſolations, have been found amongſt 
thoſe, who bave been greater. finners, than are 
commonly met with amongſt the regenerate. This 
may be deſigned to bear up their ſpirits, and keep 
them from being over-much dejetted, on account 
of their paſt, abominable lives and converſations. 
I ſhall take notice only of one inſtance, in ſup- 
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is port ofthis, though doubtleſs there are thouſands; 


and that is, Mary Magdalen. She is called a 
finner, by way of diſtinction, perhaps ſhe was one 
of the vileſt perſons, in the place where ſhe lived: 
ſhe was poſſeſſed of ſeven devils. But from her 


extraordinary love to Chriſt, it is certain, that ſhe 


had uncommon teſtimonies of the love of Chriſt 


to ber ſoul. For our love to him, riſes in pro- 


rtion to the manifeſtations of his love to us. 
What is ſaid in Mark xvi. 9. is much to be noted. 
He appeared fr to Mary Magdalen, out of whom 


he had caſt ſeven devils. 


Thoſe perſons, whoſe lives and actions have 


been more within the verge of morality, when it 


pleaſeth Gop to call them by his grace, though 
the change is great, yet the ſenſations of it are 
not ſo deep and powerful, as are felt and known 
by thoſe of an oppolite character. And as it is 
not uſual, for'their [tribulation becauſe of fin fo 
much to abound, as it does in ſome others, ſo 


- their conſolations are more ſcanty and leſs abound- 


ing. | | | 
In regard to the inward witneſs of the ſpirit, 
mentioned in Rom. viii. 16. doubtleſs in ſome 


_ Inſtances, it may go thus far. A chriſtian may 
find in himſelf the marks and figns of his being an 


adopted child of Gop; and the divine ſpirit, may 
come down upon him, with ſuch power, asto give 
him the fulleſt affurance that he is ſo. But in 
others, the witneſs of the ſpirit, may be no more 
than this. By his renewing: and ſanctiſying ope- 


rations upon their ſouls, he communicates a child- ; 


like nature, and witneſſeth to them in his inſpired 


word, that they are the children of God. Now 
dis evidence is as good as the other, though it 
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may not, ſo much as that, give peace ànd com- 
fort, and an unſhaken hope of everlaſting life. 
\ We are told, if any man has not "the ſpirit of 
Chriſt, be is none of his: That is, he has no vi- 
ſible intereſt, in him, conlequently, if any man 
has the ſpirit of Chriſt, though he may have no 
feeling evidence of it, by ſupetradded operations 
of divine power upon his foul, he certainly muſt 
belong to him, and have à ſaving intereſt in him. 
If you feel the power of fin ſubdued, if you 
hunger and thirſt after larger meaſures of fanQi- 
fying grace, and if Chriſt be precious to you, and. | 
ou rely upon the merit of his blood, and his pe. 
fect righteouſneſs, for the ſalvation of yaur ul. 
you may as much believe, that you all be faved, - 7 
as if you could put aſide the curtain of mortality, 
and read your name in the plaineſt characters, in 
the Lamb's book of life. © F 
Should this diſcourſe appear in the world, it ; 
; may contribute to the peace and eſtabliſhment f 
ſome of God's people, if I preſent-the reader, _ 
with a brief account, of the experience of oe 
who was long exerciſed with doubis and fears, be- 
cauſe the ſpirit of Go did not work upon him 
in ſuch a way, and in ſuch a powerful manner, - 
as he expedted, when he ſought, with 'great er- 
neſtneſs, the ſalvation of his foul,” oe en 


* 


The Narrative ſhall be in his own words. Tug . 


When k was about eighteen yeats of age con- 
verſed with one of my father's wen about reli- | 
gion. He being a zealous Calviniſt, endeavoured 

to prevail upon me, to believe the doftrine of B 
election. This opinion, I thought very harm 
and ſevere, and oppoſed it all in my power, Burk 
after ſome time, ſearching the ſcriptures more im- 
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artially, aud being willing to give up my under- 
anding, to their infallible dictates, the cloud of 
ignorance and prejudice, was removed, and [I 
ſaw. nothing more plain, than that there was a 
remnant, according to the eleQtion of grace.“ 


No the chief object of my purſuit, was to know, 


chat I was beloved and elected of Goo, choſen in 
Chriſt before the foundation of the world. But I 
ſoon learned, that Gop's ele, are in his time 


convinced of fin, renewed by grace, and enabled 
to fly for refuge to the Savior of loſt ſinners. My 
: earneſt defire therefore, was to fee my undone 
and wretched condition by nature and praftice, 
and to be enabled to rely alone upon Chriſt, to 


be delivered from the wrath to come. I tried to 


recollect my fins, and ſet them before me in 


their moſt aggravating circumſtances, that 1 might 
be deeply humbled, loath and abhor myſelf, and 


greatly ſee my need of an intereſt in the bleſſed 


"- Redeemer.  - 1 


But 1 could not attain that ſorrow for fin 1 


wiſhed for; and therefore mourned becauſe I 


. 
— 


could not mourn as I would. I thirſted for thirſti- 
neſs, I 'wept for tears. My deſires after ſoul- 


trouble and anguiſh of mind, for what I had been 
and done againſt Gop, were very ſtrong and per- 
ſervering. At length, meeting with a book of 
Mr. Bunyan's, entitled, Come and welcome to 
Jeſus Chriſt, 1 found a paſſage, which exattly 
ſuited my caſe, and is as follows : | 
Terror and horror on account of fin, do not 


- "prove a perſon; to be under a work of conver- 
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en, becauſe Cain and Judas had much of 
that, and yet were ſtrangers to the ſaving grace 
of Gop. Some are brought by ſmooth waters, 
others by rough, ſome he takes the yoke off 
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* their jaws, and Jays meat before th 
and more to the ſame purpoſe, were means of re- 

moving that anxiety which I had, to be extreme- 
ly terrified, with a fight and ſenſe of my fin, 


Being very apt to refuſe ſpiritual comfort, ano- 
ther difficulty, ſoon ſtarted up in my mind. I 


thought that the work of converſion, was always 


_ effetedby the preaching of the goſpel.” And this 


might partly ariſe. from thoſe words in james 


i. 18, Of his own will, begat he us, with the word 


of truth, and from Rom. x. 17, Faith cometh b 


hearing, and hearing by the word of Gon. This 


I did not experience, and feared that Gop bad 
not begun a good work upon my foul. I there- 
fore prayed night and day, to the Gop of all 
grace, that he would be pleaſed to bring home his 
word with ſuch power upon my ſoul, as to renew 
and fave it. When I attended the morning ſervice. 
on a Lord's-day, the language "of my heart was, 
O that this may be the time of my regeneration. 
My wiſhes not being anſwered, in the afternoon, 
my cry was, Lord work effectually hy this ſermon. 
But not feeling the operations of his gracious 
power then, I uſed to go to the evening lecture, 
hoping and longing, that Gop would meet with 
me there, and grant me what I fo much, and fo 
eagerly longed for. Being conſtantly diſappoint- 
ed, I went on heavily mourning over my wretch- 
ed conditio. „% ˙ axle Es, 
So fooliſh was I and ignorant, that I appre- 
hended, God invariably brought his people home 
to himſelf in this way. But by converſing with 
ſome experienced chriſtians, I learned, that Gop 
by very different means and infliruments, wrought 


effectually upon the human foul, and I was con- 
firmed in this from Job xxxin 1417. Where! 
obſerved, that Cop ſometimes brought his pe- 
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ple home to himſelf, by ſpeaking to them in 
dreams and yifions of the night. 

I farmounted this difficulty, but was ſtill unea- 
{y, becauſe I thought in ſeeking my ſalvation, I 
bad a greater regard to my own happineſs, than 
the glory of Chriſt, and imagined that he would 
not accept of ſuch a ſelfiſh creature as I was. But 
I was relieved from this trouble, by converſing 
with a minifter, who told me, it could not be 
expetted that a perſon at firſt ſetting out, to ſeek 
an intereſt in Chriſt, ſhould have bis views fo 
much for his glory, as his own welfare, becauſe 
a ſenſe of his loſt condition, impreſſes his mind 
ſo much, that he can hardly. think of any thing 
elle, but his recovery from it. 8 
1 éalſo met with ſome ſatis faction, from Mr. 
Bunyan's book before- mentioned, wherein be ſays, 
* Where does Chriſt require any ſuch qualifica- 
* tion, in thoſe who are coming to him for life. 
© Come then for life, and anna 7 not thy head 
about ſuch objeQtions againſt thyſelf, and leave 
* God and Chriſt, to glorify themſelves in the 
© ſalvation, of ſuch a worm as thou art. 'Gop 
* propounds life to ſinners, as an argument to pre- 
« vail with them to come for life. Xa 

Theſe confiderations anſwered the defired end. 
But'my trouble did not end here. Another great 
obſtruttion lay in the way of my peace and hope. 
I thought if I was a child of Gop, and an heir 
of the heavenly inberitance, I ſhould have ſome 
word of promiſe brought bome to my foul with 
ſuch invincible power, as fully to affure me of it. 
This I ſuppoſed was univerſally felt and known, 

at one time or other, by all who could with pro- 
Priety ſay he called me by his grace, and reveal. 
end his lon in me; as the hope of glory. For this 
molf deſirable bleſſing, 1 ſought the Lord fre- 
COIL - quently, 
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quently, and with great importunity, but I thouphe ä Y 
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he did not anſwer me, and my unealinels was 
much encreaſed by thoſe words of St. Paul, In 
whom alſo after that ye believed, ye were ſealed 
with the holy Spirit of promiſe, which is the car- 
_ neſt of our inheritance, until the redemption ß 
the purchaſed poſſeſſion, unto the praiſe of bis 
glory.* e . I E 
, Sometimes indeed. a promiſe came into my 
mind, but I was afraid to lay hold of it, I thought 
that would be preſumption. And I was ready 0 
ſay, it is in vain to wait for the Lord any longer; 
and inclined to think, that he had no delign tc 
have mercy upon me. But Gay who comfortetl 
them who are caſt down, and will not ſuffer a ſin- 
cere ſeeking ſoul to be tempted, above what he 
is able to bear, gave me ſome little ſupport, fr 
the two following portions of ſcripture- k U. 
507 for a man both to hope, and quictly wait for 
the ſalvation of God.f And I never faid to the 
ſeed of Jacob, ſeek ye me in vain f Let I could 
not comfortably cloſe in with Chriſt, or thin 
that a ſaving change had paſſed upon me, becauſe 
I did not feel the operations of divine power, in 
that extraordinary manner, I preſcribed to Gos, 
for as he did not anſwer me in my on Ty DK + 
was ready to conclude, that there was no mere 
for me. I was like that | nobleman, who would --. + 
not believe, exeept he ſaw, higns and wonders, 
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portable, in an affair of ſuch moment, as the fa. 
vation of my foul. 1 was far from coming to 2 
concluſion, that I was born again, and palled 
from death unto life. This I anxioufly bo "i 
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"ed, in regard to fin. And I found, that it was 
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ent Savior, by a direQ aft of Faith, my faith was 
too ſmall and weak for that. | TED 


Alter much perplexity, and great agitation of 


mind for near two years, my knowledge in divine 


2 things was ſomewhat enlarged, I conſidered that 


there were ioo ways of coming to a ſettled perſwa- 
Hon, that my ſtate was good, and that I might 
entertain an hope of eternal life, which Gop that 
cannot lie, promiſed before the world began. 
The one, by the ſealing evidences of the ſpirit. 
After that ye believed, ſays the apoſtle, ye were 
Nealed, which is the earneſt. of the inheritance, 
and the other by ſelf-examihation. To this we 
are exhorted, Let a man examine himſelf, and fo 
Jet him eat of this bread, and drink of this cup. 
That is, let a man ſearch his heart by the ſacred 


_ ſcriptures, and fee whether he is a chriſtian indeed, 
and fit to receive the Lord's ſupper. So it is ſaid, 


examine yourſelves whether ye be in the faith, 
prove. your ownlelves, know ye not your own- - 
Fives. how that Jelus Chriſt is in you, except ye 
be reprobates.* This work I was reſolved to et 


about, and I concluded, that if 1 could diſcover 


that'in my ſoul, which anſwers to the deſcription 


of the people of Gov in his word, I might hope, 
upon the credit of the facred writings, that I was 
born again, and entitled to the kingdom of hea- 
ven. In this way I came to a fixed perſuaſion, 
that God had begun a good work upon my ſoul, 
and would carry it on until the day of Jeſus 
Chriſt. And I venture to ſay unto thee, O thou 


> fearful and trembling chriſtian, if thou canſt do 
= Zo better, go and do thou likewiſe. | VS 
When I entered upon this work, firſt of all I 


looked into my heart, to ſee how it ſtood affett- 
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the abominable thing, that my ſoul moſt of all 
hated. I watched, prayed, andiſtrove againſt it, 


and wanted, if poſſible, to live without it. Theſe 


were times, when 1 thought I could die, to be 
wholly free from it. I greatly dilliked vain ima- 
ginations, and vain and hntul company. I knew 
it was not ſowith me in timespalt ; therefore judg- 


ed, that I was a partaker of the fanQifying in- 
fluences of the holy Spirit, which he beſtows upon 


none but ſuch as he deſigns to make meet forthe 
inheritance of the ſaints in lig. 
I now enquired - after my faith. O my foul, 


doſt thou believe on the Son of God. "Halt thou _ 1 


that faith which is ofthe operation of Gop, enabl-- 
ing of you to admire the bleſſed Jeſus; as the molt 
amiable of all objeQs. +I did thus admire bim; 


I faw ſuch a beauty, glory and excellency in him, 


as drew forth my moſt ardent-wilhes, to know _ 
that he was mine, and that Iwas bis. He was in- 
deed in my view the chiefeſt among ten thouſand, 


and altogether lovely. And though I was afraid 


to ſay he loved me, and gave Himſelf for me, and 
to venture my foul upon him, with a u perſua- 


ſion of his acceptance of me, yet I felt chat 1 lov- 


ed him, and was willing to give myſelf and my all 


to him. I preferred bim to every thing I knew, 
and longed to be with him to behold his glory. 
So far as I was acquainted with my heart, r pre- 
ferred Chriſt, with all the calamities incident to 
human nature, rather than live in the greateſt 
eaſe and ſplendor without him. Surely then I 
thought, I muſt have ſavihg faith; for it is ſaid, 
to 1 that believe, he is precious.* ' 

In regard to thoſe, whom I judged to be the 
people of Gov; I faund a great and fincere affec- 
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tion for them. They were in my eſteem, the ex- 
- cellent of the earth, and in them I took great 
delight. They were my chief aſſociates, I be- 
came a companion of them that feared Go. 
From hence I concluded, that I was paſſed from 
death unto life, becauſe I loved the brethrert 
F read the word of Gop, with a new under- 

Randing, and unuſual affection. It was at times, 
ſweet to my taſte as honey, or the honey-comb. 
Meditation upon it at ſome. ſeaſons, was ſo de- 
ligbiful, chat the thought of returning to the world ,, 
and lofing this pleaſing frame of mind, gave me 
trouble. Now when I came to conſider, that | 
formerly I paid no regard to the ſacred writings, 

I thought that fuch an alteration, could never 
| have taken place, had not the ſpirit of Gov; by the. 

working of his power produced the change. 
1 no loved the habitation of Gop's houſe, and 

the place where his honor dwelleth, and Jonged 

ſor the return of the ſabbath, that 1 migbt hear 

his word. This was unuſual, and a farther proof 

to me, that old things were paſſed away, and all 

things become new. 7 FMS 

_ I apprehended, that the natural enmity of my 

mind to Gop was removed, becauſe be appearcd 
in his glorious and amiable perfections, a moſt de- 
lighiful object. My foul thirſted for bim, I long- 

* for a ſenſe of his love, and to have fellowſhip jos; 
and communion with him. I thought I muſt love 
God, 'becauſe it was a great grief to me that I 
loved him no more ; LY I was now deſirous of 


manifeſting my loye to him by univerſal obedience 
to his commandments, and doing all in my 


power, to advance his glory amongſt the children 
; Thus 


df men, 


18 * + 1 John ni. 24. 
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Thus in the way of ſelf· examination, I came to 
a full perſwaſion, that Cop had begun a good 
| work in me, which he would carry on to the dax 
of Jeſus Chriſt. And that if be EA o 
deſtroy me, he would not have ſhewtz 38 ach 
things as theſe. Ne br VI 
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AN HYMN. 
: . 
Cad the only rifuge' of the troubled mud. 
TEAR refuge of my weary foul, 
On thee, 'when ſorrows riſe, 
On thee, when waves of trouble toll, 
My ſainting hope relies. 
While hope revives, though preſs d with feary 
And I can fay, * My Gov, 
Beneath thy feat I ſpread my care 
And pour my woes abroad. 
To thee I tell each riſing grief, 
Dior thou alone canlt beal ;. os 
Thy word can bring a ſweet relief, | 
- © For every pain 1 feel, 
But oh! when gloomy doubts prevail, 
I fear to call thee mine; | 
The ſprings of comfort ſeem to fail, 
And all my hopes decline. 


v %4 


Yer grciow Gov, where ſhall 1 
SEM: l Thou art my only truſt ; | 

8 And Qifl my foul would cleave to thee, 

G Bos Though proſtrate in the duſt. | we 2 


=_— | Hall thou an bid me feek thy face? 92 
1 And ſhall I ſeek in vain? | 

= And can the ear of ſovereign grace F 
| Be deaf when I complain. 


No. fill the ear of ſovereign grace 5 
Attends the mourner's prayer ; | & 
O may Lever find acceſs r 


To breathe my ſortows there! 


Thy mercy-ſeat is open ſiill. 
Here let my foul retreat z; VS | 
3 | n | 
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